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MARK THESE
DATES

August 16th
Athletic 

Presentation
6:00 pm @PAC

August 24th
New Families
Presentation

6:30 pm
@ DHS

 Presentation 
Hall

August 22 & 23
Seniors (only)

purchase parking 
passes

8:00-2:00

August 22
Training of Link 

Leaders
5:30-8:00

August 28
Staff

Convocation

August 29
PD Day

&
Link Crew
Orientation

8:00-11:00
Junior Parking

8:00-2:00

August 30th
First Day School

Dear Parent/Guardian,

I sincerely hope you and your family have found ways to rest and recharge and it is hard to be-
lieve it is time to begin looking toward September. After ten years serving as principal of DHS, 
Andrew Stephens’ departure in June has initiated a period of transition for the high school.  I 
want you to know that I care deeply about DHS as an institution, what it represents in the com-
munity, and most importantly its students and teachers.  I am very excited to serve as Interim 
Principal this year and please know that my singular focus is on making sure that our students 
have the opportunity to engage with and learn from exceptional teachers in exceptional class-
rooms.

The remainder of this letter will provide you with a number of important announcements for 
the coming school year.  

Announcements:
“WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER”:  One of the great new traditions that the DHS Student Coun-
cil has brought to our school is the creation of a school-wide theme each year.  Previous themes 
“Be a part from the Start” and “Define your Legacy” have provided opportunities for us to 
create and tailor programming with the goals of encouraging our students to become more in-
volved in the community of DHS and to serve to the wider community. This work has undoubt-
edly had a very positive impact on our school community and we will continue our efforts to 
make these behaviors part of every student’s experience at DHS. 

The Student Council and Executive Board, as well as the Student Activity Advisors Mr. Alberti, 
Mr. Files, Mrs. McLean, and Mrs. Bonneau, have been working together to develop new pro-
graming and messaging around this year’s theme, “WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER.”

iLab:  iLab will continue this year for all students in Grades 9 -12 on Wednesday and Thursday 
morning for 40 minutes. For those of you who may be new to DHS, iLab is a self-directed study 
period where student have the ability to work independently to complete school work during 
the day. 

Communication:  At DHS we try to create and maintain a number of open lines of communi-
cation with students, families and the community.  We will continue to be utilizing a weekly 
online newsletter, Connect-Ed phone messages, and the parent/student portal.  I encourage you 
to please review the school’s website for upcoming events, DHS Twitter feeds (see website for 
links), as well as updated Guidance (e.g. Program of Studies) and Athletic information.  
Exams: Only students with an excused absence are allowed to make up missed Midyear and Fi-
nal exams.  Students and parents are strongly urged to understand what constitutes an excused 
absence and what does not.  Please see page 27 for a complete explanation of excused absences. 
Handbooks:  The 2017-2018 Student Handbook, Semester Planner, and Bell Schedules will be on 
the DHS Home Page within the next week.  

Lockers:  All students will be assigned a locker for the school year.  Students will need to use 
their respective locker at least once a day, as no knapsacks/bags will be allowed in the cafeteria 
during lunches.  Rising 10 graders will have a new locker location this year.  Students will be 
able to locate their lockers and get their combination though Aspen.
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New Faculty at DHS:  We take the hiring process very seriously and I am appreciative of all of the hard work put in by the vari-
ous hiring committees we formed in order to bring highly qualified staff members to DHS.

DHS Administration: We will have an announcement about an Interim-Assistant Principal in the very  near future. 

Special Education:  
Todd Warmington will be replacing Anne St. Pierre as our Team Chair for both DHS and DMS.  Todd previously has served in 
this role at Cardinal Cushing in Hanover most recently and at Methuen High School before that. 

Social Studies:
Mike Pravia will be joining the high school staff full time this year.  Mike was a .2 teacher at DHS last year and has been a teacher 
at DMS for some time.  

English:
Britt Hansen will be going DHS this year from the middle school.  Britt has taught 8th grade ELA for a number of years at DMS 
and she will be replacing Meghan Davey who moved to 6th Grade.

Package drop-off:  For security reasons and very limited office space, we are significantly limiting drop-offs.  This is necessary 
as there is no room in the Main Office for packages.   
 Student lunches:  It is recommended that parents refrain from dropping off lunches during the school day.  If dropping off 
lunch, all parents will need to sign in, receive a pass and walk their son/daughter’s lunch to the cafeteria, put it on the table that 
will be there, and checkout at the DHS Main Office.
 Student athletic bags/equipment:  Students will have a separate and secure place to store their equipment during the school 
day.  We will not be allowing drop-offs during the day of athletic equipment, large items, or instruments.  These will need to be 
given to students by their parents at the end of the school day.  

Parent/Student Portal:  As with last year, all teachers will update student grades on the portal every two weeks.  The dates by 
which teachers will need to post updated grades are on the Semester Planner, which is on the DHS Home Page.  

Please Note:  Two weeks were agreed upon for updating because it takes time for teachers to correct and provide meaningful feed-
back on student work.  Parents should not expect that tests and quizzes, essays, and other student work can be corrected immedi-
ately after being collected.

Prom:  As you may know, our Prom for this coming year will be held at the New England Aquarium in Boston.  We will hold the 
red carpet ceremony in front of the new building and students will take busses to the dance.    

PSAT: We will no longer be offering the PSAT’s during the school day in October this fall.  The PSAT’s will be available on the 
Saturday testing date.  The DHS guidance department will be providing additional sigh up information on this soon.  

Schoology: Schoology will remain our sole LMS platform for teachers and students.  If you are new to our district and have not 
used Schoology before,  resources for parents and students have been posted the District Technology Department website. 

Student Schedules: Schedules are planned to be released TENTATIVELY on August 21, 2017 via the portal.  Updates will be 
provided on the website and twitter.  Students who have a schedule conflict will be able to come into Guidance to see their coun-
selor on a walk in basis on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 from 8am-3pm.  Although, counselors return on August 21st, they will be 
doing new registrations on August 21-22 and unable to schedule any other appointments those days.  Any other appointments with 
counselors can be made through the counselor for August 24th.  Please keep in mind that these appointments are only for imme-
diate issues that require attention prior to the start of school.  Any college planning meetings or other types will need to wait until 
the start of school.  Counselors are in professional development on August 25th, 28th, and 29th. 



School Council Parent Representatives:  The DHS School Council will be in need of new parent representatives this year. Any in-
terested parent needs to submit a letter of interest and information to the principal at jimdonovan@duxbury.k12.ma.us by Friday, 
September 1, 2017.  If more candidates exist than available spots, the PTO will oversee the distribution and counting of election 
ballots during the DHS Open House that is scheduled for September 7, 2017.  

School Councils were established in compliance with the Education Reform Act of 1993 for the purpose of advising the principal 
in identifying the educational needs of students, formulating a school improvement plan based upon school and system goals, and 
participating in a review of the annual school budget proposal.  Our DHS School Council meets at least once a month, and there 
have been occasional subcommittee meetings to work on specific action items.  The School Council is charged with preparing and 
implementing an annual School Improvement Plan.  The parent members of the Council serve for a term of up to three years.  The 
only prerequisite for election to the Council is to be the parent of a student in that school.

Summer Work:  If your student has not yet begun their summer work please visit our DHS website where all of the information 
is certainly located for your convince.  

Summer PD:  I wanted to share a brief summary of all of the PD that has been happening this summer in each department.  

English - One teacher from each grade level examined the new Schoology assessment system (AMP) and experimented with 
the differing question types. Senior English teachers met to revise expectations and texts for each of the 2.5 credit courses which 
launched very successfully last fall. And finally, the curriculum was reviewed and revised for the “Skills for the Real World” 
course.

Social Studies - Social Studies teachers have been working on learning and integrating the Schoology AMP features to improve 
our assessments. Teachers have also focused on proceeding with our program review goals including incorporating more primary 
source work into our curriculums as well as integrating local history resources into our various courses. 

Math - The Math Department has been working with Schoology AMP add-on, to build some resources  for teachers within the 
department and continuing the revisions to  the Algebra 2 curriculum.

World Language - The World Language teachers have been working on aligning our curriculum to the National World Language 
Standards with an increased focus on teaching for proficiency, as suggested by the curriculum review team (2014-15).  This will 
mean increasing the use of the target language in class to the expected 90% goal.  Teachers have begun to create proficiency based 
curriculum with a focus on using authentic resources. 

Special Education  -  Co-planning time is again available for each co-teaching team. This time is funded through DESE grant and 
is something we make available to all co teaching teams, new and long serving.  

Physical Education - The PE teachers have been working on rollout of new curriculum for the sophomore wellness classes that 
will start this fall. Some PD has also be spent looking ahead to the new 11th/12th grade health class that will start in the 2018-
2019 school year.

Traffic:  Bus and Parent Drop-off/Pick-up: Our Traffic plan for this coming year will remain the same as previous year.  Please 
note the following:
 Bus Traffic:  All buses to the Middle-High School will enter on Alden Street (by the Town Library) and drop in front of 
DHS.  NOTE: only buses are allowed to travel in front of DHS
 Parent Drop-off/Pick-up:  
• All student drop-off’s/pick-up’s must enter at the Alden Street entrance in front of the Town Library and go to the Middle 
School entrance behind Alden and the PAC (see map).  This entire way is now a one-way only road.  Parents will drop off stu-
dents in front of the DMS Entrance and continue out to St. George St.
• This is the only place where parents can drop off their students. This is for the safety of all students. 
• Parents dropping off/Picking up need to move as far forward as possible next to the Middle School entrance.
• Please respect our neighbors on this campus (Pool, Wright Building and Library) by not dropping off/picking up your 
students there or disrupting the established traffic flows at teach location.
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Parking Registration:  We have assigned numbered parking spaces to seniors and juniors who submitted a parking form and a 
copy of their license and registration last spring.  The spaces were prioritized based on student tardy records from last year.  Re-
maining parking spaces will be apportioned to seniors and juniors who submit paperwork after receiving their respective driver’s 
license. All student parking is located around the old DHS building site.  All parking on the new building side of campus is for 
staff. 
Parking registration for Seniors and Juniors who submitted paperwork at the end of last year will occur on the following:
 August 22 & 23, 2017:  
Parking tag pick-up for Seniors who submitted paperwork at the end of last year from 8:00am-2:00pm.
  August 29, 2017:  
Parking tag pick-up for Juniors who submitted paperwork at the end of last year from 8:00am-2:00pm in the DHS Main Office.

Students need to bring the following with them:
 Payment of $100 (checks payable to Duxbury High School)
Visitor Entrance:  All visitors to DMS or DHS must use the DHS entrance to enter the school.  We will be utilizing the window 
located in the vestibule of the High School much more for visitors.  Thus, all visitors during school hours will need to go to the 
window before they can gain entry in to the building.  Below is some additional information for visitors:
 All visitor parking is located in front of the High School (see map).  Visitors to the school during the day enter from St. 
George St. 
 All visitors will need to have a valid driver’s license that they will need to show at the teller window that we have in the 
foyer of the high school before gaining entry into the building.  
 If dropping off a note, or book, one will not need to enter the building at all.  
 If needing to come into school, we will have a card reader scan the license, perform a security check, and print out a pass 
with your photo on it before continuing into the school.
 If coming to the school for a meeting, please keep in mind that this is a big building and build in time to get to your meet-
ing room.  

Unipay:  The central office has begun using UniPay as their fee collection platform this fall.  At DHS we will use Unipay pri-
marily for collecting Bus, Athletic and Co-Curricular Fees.  It is important to remember that Co-Curricular advisors and Coaches 
will no longer be collecting checks and submitting them for each club/sport.   There are some fee’s in using this platform and I 
encourage all parents to view an explanation of these fees the in the Quick Links section of the high school website.  

In closing, I want to wish your family a safe and restful final few weeks of summer.  We are eagerly gearing up for an exciting 
year.  If you have any further questions please contact the main office.

Sincerely,                                                  
Jim Donovan - Interim Principal

DUXBURY MUSIC PROMOTERS

Join us for our first DMP meeting of the 2017-18 school year on Tuesday, September 12th at the DHS Orchestra Room at 7:30pm! 
Learn how you can get involved to help support our amazing student musicians & our award-winning program! Come on occa-
sion and help out when needed, or become a chairperson for an important fundraiser. Much help is needed to support the student 
musicians. Hope to see you there--bring a friend & make some new ones.



From the DHS Health Office: We hope you had a restful and healthy time with your families during the summer months.  With 
in the next few weeks when 1st semester starts the ninth graders will be screened for scoliosis. This is a state mandated screen-
ing to detect early signs of spinal problems that should have further medical evaluation. The screening is conducted during P.E. 
class. Boys and girls are screened separately by a screener of the same gender as the student. The school nurse and P.E. teachers 
conduct the screening. If the school nurse determines a positive finding, the student will be rescreened by our school physician, 
Dr. Leo Muido. If you have a student presently being followed by a physician for scoliosis or prefer to have your student exempt, 
a letter needs to be directed to the DHS Health Office. You can fax the letter to: Health Office 934-6083 or email Ms. Malone, 
mmalone@duxbury.k12.ma.us
Tenth graders will also be screened for height, weight, vision and hearing. Letters of exemption can be sent to the above listed fax 
# or email. 
Students with severe allergies or asthma are allowed to carry their inhalers and Epipens to the school. However, we do need writ-
ten permission from the MD prescribing and from the parent. Forms can be downloaded from our Duxbury High School website. 
Look for Student services on the right side of the screen and scroll down. Please do not send your student into school with over 
the counter meds such as Advil or Tylenol or any kind of unlabeled medication. Please speak to the nurse if there is a concern.
Feel free to call the Health Office during school hours if you have a concern at 781 934-7650,option #2 

Lastly please remember to electronically submit and update your student’s medical permission form on line. This provides us with 
vital information about your student so we can best meet their medical needs during the school day.
We look forward to working with your student. Thank you for your efforts. DHS Health.

PTO NEWS
Welcome back to school for all returning and new students and families! The Duxbury High School Parent Teacher Organization 
supports DHS students and faculty throughout the year with teacher mini-grants for innovative teaching, guest speakers, the LINK 
Crew program, National Honor Society and French/Spanish National Honor Society induction ceremonies, graduation and much 
more. 
Please join the PTO - your $25 membership ensures that all of these programs and enrichment continues. https://www.duxbury.
k12.ma.us/Page/182
The PTO has one fundraiser, the school calendar. Please consider purchasing a print calendar ($20) or online calendar ($15) to 
support the PTO. Calendars are on sale at Westwinds and online at https://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/Page/4241. They will also be 
available at Open House. Quantities are limited.

Please come to our first monthly meeting on Monday, September 11 at 7PM in room B103 to learn about we do. All are welcome!
Chris Coakley - President
Andrea Tougas - Treasurer
Michelle Russo - Secretary
Emily Kyriakides - Membership

MUSIC DRESS FITTING NIGHT
Tuesday, August 29, 2017

7-8:30pm @ PAC
All Duxbury High School music students are required to purchase a performance outfit.  A dress fitting evening will be held on 
August 29th, where dresses will be available to try on to ensure a proper size is ordered.

Dresses are to be purchased from Formal Fashions (www.formalfashionsinc.com), style 49N53AA in black.  THESE DRESSES 
ARE NOT DEPARTMENT STORE SIZES and every girl will need a larger number (up from her usual size at least one or two 
sizes).

Freshman music students, and any upper classmen who need a new dress, should plan to attend this dress fitting evening with a 
parent. The dresses take 2-4 weeks for delivery plus time for hemming, and the first concert of the school year is October 16th.

This event is sponsored by the Duxbury Music Promotors.  Any questions can be directed to Susanne Chinetti at schinetti@juno.
com 
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New to the 2017-2018 Student Handbook
• Graduation Requirement regarding Physical Education, Health and Wellness
• Yearbook Fee is $90.
• Juniors may take up to two days excused for college visits during junior year.
• All Co-Curricular clubs will be subject to the activity fee, except any club/organization specified as 
exempt by School Committee.
• The PSAT will administered to DHS sophomores and juniors on Saturday, October 14, 2017.
• Working papers can be obtained in the DHS Main Office
• Updated language about prohibition of tobacco or nicotine products such as vapes, vape oil, e-ciga-
rettes or other smoking paraphernalia.
• The Code of Conduct, though not changed, has been included in the Student Handbook and can be 
found on page 47.
• All students must ride the bus to and from school sponsored co-curricular events unless excused by the 
Principal or designee.

 

“We Are Better Together” 
 

The Students and Faculty of DHS invite the 
Class of 2021 and New Students to  

LINK 2017-2018 

Tuesday, August 29th 
8:00AM-12:00 AM 

DHS Gym 
 

The purpose of this program is to make the transition to high school 
a positive one.  Senior and Junior leaders will serve as mentors for 
the upcoming school year.  Throughout the morning, students will 

participate in both large and small group activities designed to 
address student needs and concerns in an enjoyable manner.   

 
Please wear comfortable clothes and there is no need to bring 

anything but energy and enthusiasm.   
 

Lunch will NOT be provided. 
 

Any questions please contact one of the advisors: 
Mr. Alberti, Mrs. McLean, Mr. Files or Mrs. Bonneau 

 


